Message Points – Pennsylvania Budget Crisis

The Budget Crisis in Harrisburg hurts all of us!  The state cannot spend money without a budget!

Elected Officials in Harrisburg Must Pass a Fair and Equitable Budget that is not balanced by cutting programs and services for vulnerable Pennsylvanians.  And, Pass It Now! 
The Pennsylvania General Assembly is required by law to pass a budget each year by June 30.  The new state fiscal year began on July 1. 

Until the budget is passed, money cannot be distributed to cities and towns across the state! From Erie to Gettysburg, Pittsburgh to Philadelphia funding has been frozen. No community is immune.

What has Happened Because of the Impasse?

There is a devastating Impact on nonprofits and human service agencies -that provide vital services to children, families, seniors and people with disabilities. Shutting down programs will not only harm vulnerable individuals in Pennsylvania but will lead to increased unemployment.
Already, nonprofit organizations have been forced to lay-off workers; ask workers to take furloughs; or cuts in pay.  If a budget is not passed very soon, many nonprofits will have to close their doors and thousands will lose their jobs, worsening the state’s economy.

· Childcare centers will be forced to close or significantly raise their fees.

·  New mothers will not receive help through the WIC program to feed their babies.

· School Districts will be forced to reduce or eliminate programs/services.

· Students will not be able to attend college due to the lack of financial aid.
· Many School Districts estimate that the funding decreases will lead to teacher layoffs which will impact class size and the quality of education that children and youth receive.
· Hospitals estimate that statewide 13,000 individuals can lose their jobs.
· Women and children who have been victims of domestic violence will not receive the help they need.

· Critical crime prevention programs for youth will be eliminated.

· Agriculture promotion programs are being eliminated. 

· Individuals struggling with mental health or substance abuse dependency will not receive the critical services they need.

· Services to individuals with disabilities will be curtailed.

· Veterans coming home from Iraq could soon find their outreach services cut. 

· The economic infrastructure of our communities will crumble because of loss of jobs and investments in the nonprofit and small business sectors.
· Government services will be stopped or severely limited in availability
Decisions Need to Be Made.
· Pennsylvania is faced with the worst budget crisis in decades.  We understand and recognize leaders have to make difficult decisions in order to balance the budget and address the deficit. But it cannot be at the expense of needed services to our citizens.
Pennsylvania’s Deficit Cannot be Solved by Cuts Alone.
· Cuts to balance the budget cannot be made without seriously compromising the lives and livelihoods of hard working and struggling families.

· Proposed cuts will impact human services, education and public safety.  This would include more vulnerable families being denied services; youth being placed at risk of being harmed or harming someone else; and a decrease in educational opportunities for children and youth of all ages – from pre-school to those seeking higher education.  

Proposed Cuts Are Short-Sighted and Will Possibly Lead To Increased Future Spending.
· Violence prevention programs represent a potential $317 million return to the Commonwealth in terms of reduced corrections costs, welfare and social services burden, and drug and mental health treatment, as well as increased employment and tax revenue, according to a Penn State University study.
Legislators Should Meet Immediately, and Around-the-Clock

· The Conference Committee should meet immediately, and not stop until they reach an agreement. The delays are unconscionable. 
